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VCGI: Background, Programs, and Data

Imagery

LiDAR/Elevation

Parcels/BoundariesWe are here

Open Geodata Portal: https://geodata.vermont.gov/

https://geodata.vermont.gov/


déjà 
vu?

“The hope is that towns, 
recognizing the immense 
value afforded by have a 
digital parcel map layer, will 
be able to generate the 
necessary maintenance 
revenue in the future.”

- Circa 1990’s…
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217 (85%) of towns are maintaining parcel data 
themselves or with a GIS vendor.

Out of the 207 (81%) towns working with a GIS vendor, 
three vendors account for 92% of submissions:
• CAI Technologies
• Cartographic Technologies Inc.
• Christine Chamberlain

Approximately 42 towns with a vendor have not 
submitted updates to VCGI.

In the event a town does not have a vendor and has 
no capacity to make their own updates, VCGI can 
make limited updates based on submissions to the 
Vermont Land Survey Library.

How are parcel updates made?Recency of parcel data geometry 

Recent Publish

338,927 Active Parcels
7,756 Unmatched Parcels
40,384 Inactive Parcels

As of 8/23/23

Updated within last 6 months

Updated 6–12 months ago

Updated 1–2 years ago

Updated 2–3 years ago

Updated over 3 years ago

Town updated by VCGI

60/23%

56/22%

73/29%

22/9%

45/17%

29/11%

More details on parcel data status 
by town can be found at the
Town Mapping Status App 
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https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/d88b19e908a1460da8bcb7326f7c2ec6


Parcel data are not the same as a land survey:

The same 10ac parcel in New Haven as represented 
in a land survey from 2018 and town’s parcel data.

Land Survey Parcel Data
Land surveys provide precise measurements of a 
property and can include:
• The location of permanent features on the 

property (i.e., manmade structures, prominent 
ecological features, fencing, belowground features 
such as septic tanks)

• Information about the property’s suitability for 
specific purposes (including zoning information)

• Topographic contours
• References to relevant written deeds and existing 

land surveys
• Land surveys are the legal means of 

determining or validating the boundary lines of 
a property.

Parcel data are an index of property ownership:
• Generalization of a property’s boundary lines which 

can be referenced as an approximation of parcel size
• Often derived from multiple sources
• Displays property ownership information from the 

annual Grand List
• Often viewed in reference to other spatial layers 

(imagery, E911 points, etc.)
• For reference only and should not be used to 

determine or validate the boundary lines of the 
property or for tax assessment purposes
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Effective January 1, 2020 and as stated 
in 27 V.S.A. § 341, surveys are required for 
property line changes in Vermont. Licensed 
land surveyors who produce the surveys are 
to submit a digital copy of them to the library 
in .pdf format (see 27 V.S.A. §1401 and 27 
V.S.A. §1403).

The copies of surveys are for public 
reference only. The original that typically 
resides with the municipality remains the 
official document. 

The Vermont Land Survey Library: Legislation
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https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/27/005/00341
https://acrobat.adobe.com/us/en/acrobat/about-adobe-pdf.html
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/27/017/01401
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/27/017/01403
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/27/017/01403
https://landsurvey.vermont.gov/


The Vermont Land Survey Library: Status

Visit the Land Survey Library
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OVERVIEW 2,272 surveys have been submitted since January 
2020. Most were performed in or after 2020, but 
some have been uploaded retroactively.

Most submissions are general site surveys 
and subdivisions.

https://landsurvey.vermont.gov/


The Vermont Land Survey Library: Example Use Cases
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Mapping Vendors may reference the 
Library as part of a municipal parcel data 
update

May be used to conduct preliminary 
research as part of a title search

May assist land surveyors with research 
prior to conducting field work

May help address boundary 
discrepancies specifically at town 
boundaries

Historic preservation The oldest survey currently submitted to the Library is from 1924 in Mount Holly
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The Vermont Land Survey Library: Demo
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Basic Navigation

Background Info, FAQs, 
and Instructions

Viewing and 
Downloading Surveys

Uploading Surveys

https://landsurvey.vermont.gov/

https://landsurvey.vermont.gov/
https://landsurvey.vermont.gov/


The Vermont Land Survey Library: Challenges
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The Cornerpost (Summer 2019)Workflow for correcting submission errors and submitting 
surveys with the same index polygon
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Inconsistent participation which may be the result of one or more 
reasons such as:
• Surveyors not participating or not knowing how to participate
• Property owners or municipalities not wanting their surveys of 

their land to be publicly available

Lack of clarity on whether to include unique submissions such as:
• Surveys of proposed subdivisions that are never completed
• Submissions with surveys that are difficult to read (older, hand-

drawn surveys)

Discrepancies with parcel data

User experience issues with Land Survey Library app (lack of 
guidance on standard naming conventions which would improve 
search capabilities)



Questions?

REFERENCE LINKS
Land Survey Library app
Land Survey Library FAQ webpage
Parcel Program homepage
Parcel Viewer app
Vermont Board of Land Surveyors
Vermont Socierty of Land Surveyors website

WHAT CAN AND CANNOT BE SUBMITTED TO THE LIBRARY?
CHALLENGES WITH ACCESSING OR USING THE LIBRARY? RECOMMENDATIONS?
WHERE TO FIND RESOURCES ABOUT THE LIBRARY?
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SURVEYS AND PARCELS?
OTHER QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS...? LET US KNOW!

https://maps.vcgi.vermont.gov/landsurveylibrary/
https://landsurvey.vermont.gov/
https://vcgi.vermont.gov/data-and-programs/parcel-program
https://maps.vcgi.vermont.gov/ParcelViewer/
https://sos.vermont.gov/land-surveyors/
https://www.vsls.org/
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